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The Hanging Garden of Babylon, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World, has captivated imaginations for centuries. Its towering, verdant
terraces, cascading with vibrant flora, have been immortalized in literature
and art, yet its true nature remains an elusive enigma. In this article, we will
delve into the historical accounts, archaeological clues, and enduring
mysteries surrounding this iconic wonder.

Historical Context

The Hanging Garden is believed to have been built in the 6th century BC
by King Nebuchadnezzar II of the Neo-Babylonian Empire. According to
ancient historians such as Berossus and Josephus, Nebuchadnezzar
created the garden to appease his Median wife, Amytis, who longed for the
lush vegetation of her homeland. It was said to be located near the royal
palace, adjacent to the Ishtar Gate, one of the eight gates of the city's
massive fortifications.

Literary Descriptions

The earliest known description of the Hanging Garden comes from the
Greek historian Herodotus, who visited Babylon in the 5th century BC. He
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marveled at the garden's "wonderful terraces" and "lofty towers," rising "tier
upon tier." Later writers, such as Diodorus Siculus and Strabo, provided
more detailed accounts, describing the garden's intricate irrigation system
and its abundance of exotic plants and trees.

Archaeological Evidence

Despite the vivid literary descriptions, no definitive archaeological evidence
of the Hanging Garden has yet been found. Excavations at Babylon have
revealed the foundations of the Ishtar Gate and the remains of several
palaces, but no structures that definitively correspond to the Hanging
Garden have been identified.

One possible explanation for the lack of archaeological evidence is that the
Hanging Garden was built on a platform supported by pillars, which would
have eroded over time. Another theory suggests that the garden was
located on the roof of the palace, which would have collapsed during
subsequent invasions and conquests.

Historical Controversies

The existence of the Hanging Garden has been debated for centuries.
Some scholars have argued that it was a purely mythical creation, while
others have suggested that it was a real structure that has since been
destroyed or buried. The lack of definitive archaeological evidence has
fueled these controversies and left the true nature of the Hanging Garden
shrouded in mystery.

Alternative Theories

In recent years, some scholars have proposed alternative theories about
the location and nature of the Hanging Garden. One theory suggests that



the garden was not located in Babylon at all but in the Assyrian capital of
Nineveh. Another theory posits that the Hanging Garden was a botanical
garden located on the terrace of the Temple of Marduk, the patron deity of
Babylon.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

Despite the ongoing debate about its precise location, the ruins of Babylon,
including the Ishtar Gate and the palace area where the Hanging Garden is
believed to have stood, have been designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. They continue to attract visitors from around the world, eager to
glimpse the remnants of one of the most legendary wonders of the ancient
world.

The Hanging Garden of Babylon remains an enigmatic and fascinating
mystery. While its physical existence may never be fully proven, the
enduring accounts and legends surrounding it continue to captivate our
imaginations. As we explore the ruins of Babylon and ponder the possible
locations and designs of the Hanging Garden, we are reminded of the
ingenuity and grandeur of ancient civilizations. The Mystery of the Hanging
Garden of Babylon is a testament to the enduring power of human curiosity
and the enduring allure of the unknown.
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