The Whiteness of Wealth: Uncovering the
Hidden Costs of Economic Inequality

In this groundbreaking new book, The Whiteness of Wealth: Uncovering
the Hidden Costs of Economic Inequality, renowned economist and author
Mehrsa Baradaran explores the profound and lasting impact of racial
inequality on the American economy. Through meticulous research and
incisive analysis, Baradaran reveals how the accumulation of wealth in
white hands has become a systemic barrier to economic mobility for people
of color.

Chapter 1: The Racial Wealth Gap

Baradaran paints a vivid picture of the racial wealth gap in America, which
has persisted for centuries and continues to widen. She demonstrates that
white households hold a disproportionately large share of the nation's
wealth, while Black and Hispanic households have virtually no wealth on
average. This gaping disparity is not merely a statistical anomaly but has
far-reaching consequences for the lives of individuals and entire
communities.
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Chapter 2: The Legacy of Discrimination

Baradaran traces the roots of the racial wealth gap to the systemic
discrimination that has plagued American society for generations. From the
enslavement of Africans to the Jim Crow era to the modern-day housing
market, she uncovers the ways in which government policies and practices
have intentionally created and maintained economic disparities between
white and non-white Americans.

Chapter 3: The Effects of Economic Inequality

Baradaran explores the devastating effects of economic inequality on both
individuals and society as a whole. She shows how the racial wealth gap
contributes to poverty, educational disparities, health problems, and social
unrest. Furthermore, she argues that economic inequality undermines the
foundations of democracy and perpetuates a vicious cycle of social
injustice.

Chapter 4: The Path to a More Just Economy

Despite the deeply entrenched nature of the racial wealth gap, Baradaran
offers a beacon of hope. She proposes a series of bold and practical policy
solutions aimed at addressing the systemic racism that has created this
divide. These solutions include increasing access to affordable housing,
expanding educational opportunities for people of color, and reforming the
criminal justice system.
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Chapter 5: The Whiteness of Wealth: A Call to Action

In the concluding chapter, Baradaran issues a powerful call to action. She
urges readers to confront the uncomfortable truths about racial inequality
and to work together to build a more just and equitable economy. By
understanding the complexities of the racial wealth gap and supporting
policies that address its root causes, we can create a society where
everyone has a fair shot at economic success.

Critical Acclaim

"The Whiteness of Wealth is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the deep-seated racial inequality that plagues our economy.
Mehrsa Baradaran's incisive analysis and practical solutions offer a
roadmap to a more just and equitable future."

—Ibram X. Kendi, author of How to Be an Antiracist

"Baradaran's groundbreaking work exposes the hidden costs of economic
inequality and offers a powerful call to action. The Whiteness of Wealth is a
must-read for policymakers, scholars, and anyone concerned about the
future of our democracy."

—Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow

About the Author

Mehrsa Baradaran is a professor of law at the University of California,
Irvine. She is a nationally recognized expert on economic inequality and the
racial wealth gap. Baradaran has published numerous articles and books
on these topics, including her groundbreaking work, The Color of Money:
Black Banks and the Racial Wealth Gap.
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