The Last Mufti of Iranian Kurdistan: A
Historical Enigma

In the rugged mountains of Iranian Kurdistan, amidst the echoes of ancient
traditions and the complexities of modern politics, lived an enigmatic figure
whose legacy continues to shape the region's destiny. Sheikh Abdollah
Mohamedi, the last Mufti of Iranian Kurdistan, was a man of profound faith,
unwavering courage, and a deep commitment to his people.

Throughout his extraordinary life, Mohamedi navigated treacherous political
landscapes, seeking to balance religious authority with the aspirations of
his Kurdish community. His unwavering advocacy for Kurdish rights and his
ability to bridge the gap between different ethnic and religious groups
earned him the respect and admiration of many, yet also made him a target
for those who feared his influence.
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Early Life and Education

Abdollah Mohamedi was born in 1879 in the village of Baneh, located in the
Kurdish region of western Iran. From a young age, he displayed a
remarkable intellect and a thirst for knowledge. His father, a village elder,
instilled in him a deep respect for Islamic traditions and Kurdish customs.

At the age of 14, Mohamedi enrolled in the prestigious Hamidiyeh Madrasa
in Istanbul, where he excelled in his studies of Islamic law, Arabic, and
Persian literature. It was during his time in Istanbul that he became
exposed to the ideas of modern political thought and the growing nationalist
movements of his time.

Return to Iranian Kurdistan

After completing his education in Istanbul, Mohamedi returned to Iranian
Kurdistan in 1904. He was appointed the Mufti of the city of Marivan, a
position that carried great religious and social authority among the Kurdish
population.

As Mufti, Mohamedi played a vital role in mediating disputes within the
community and providing guidance on matters of faith and tradition.
However, he also used his position to advocate for Kurdish rights and to
challenge the political and economic domination of the central government.

Political Activism and Kurdish Nationalism

During the early 20th century, Iranian Kurdistan was a region of political
turmoil and ethnic tension. Mohamedi became a leading figure in the
movement for Kurdish autonomy and self-determination.



In 1909, he helped organize the first Kurdish national conference, which
brought together Kurdish leaders from all parts of Iran. The conference

demanded greater political rights and cultural autonomy for the Kurdish

people.

Mohamedi's outspoken advocacy for Kurdish rights drew the attention of
the Iranian authorities, who saw him as a threat to their control over the
region. He was arrested and imprisoned several times, but his popularity
and influence among the Kurdish population only grew.

The Role of Religion in Kurdish Nationalism

Mohamedi's religious authority played a crucial role in his political activism.
He believed that Islam provided a moral and spiritual foundation for the
Kurdish struggle for self-determination.

In his sermons and writings, Mohamedi argued that Islam taught the
importance of justice, freedom, and human dignity. He condemned the
oppression of the Kurdish people and called for a peaceful and just solution
to the Kurdish question.

Later Years and Legacy

In the later years of his life, Mohamedi continued to be a symbol of Kurdish
resistance and a source of inspiration for future generations. Despite failing
health and declining physical strength, he remained active in politics and
religious affairs.

Sheikh Abdollah Mohamedi passed away in 1964, leaving behind a legacy
that continues to shape the political and cultural landscape of Iranian



Kurdistan. He is remembered as a fearless leader, a wise counsel, and a
champion of Kurdish rights.

The life and legacy of Sheikh Abdollah Mohamedi, the last Mufti of Iranian
Kurdistan, is a testament to the enduring power of faith, courage, and the
indomitable spirit of a people seeking self-determination.

Through his religious authority, political activism, and unwavering belief in
the justness of the Kurdish cause, Mohamedi left an indelible mark on
history. His legacy continues to inspire Kurds and non-Kurds alike, serving
as a reminder of the importance of dialogue, tolerance, and the peaceful
pursuit of a better future.
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