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Polly Stenham's Julie After Strindberg is a powerful and moving play that
explores the complexities of love, loss, and identity. Set in London in the
1920s, the play follows Julie, a young woman who is struggling to come to
terms with the death of her husband.

Julie is a complex and fascinating character. She is intelligent, passionate,
and independent, but she is also deeply wounded by the loss of her
husband. As she tries to move on with her life, she finds herself drawn to a
series of men who are all in some way reminiscent of her dead husband.
These relationships are often fraught with tension and drama, and they
ultimately lead Julie to question her own identity and her place in the world.

Stenham's writing is sharp and insightful, and she creates a vivid and
believable world for her characters. Julie After Strindberg is a play that will
stay with you long after you finish reading it.
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The Characters

Julie is the central character in the play. She is a young woman who is
struggling to come to terms with the death of her husband. She is
intelligent, passionate, and independent, but she is also deeply wounded
by the loss of her husband.

John is Julie's first husband. He was a brilliant writer, but he was also a
difficult and demanding man. He died suddenly, leaving Julie alone and
heartbroken.

Patrick is Julie's second husband. He is a kind and gentle man, but he is
not as exciting or challenging as John. Julie finds herself drawn to Patrick,
but she is also afraid that he will never be able to replace John.

Michael is Julie's lover. He is a young actor who is full of life and passion.
Julie is drawn to Michael's energy and vitality, but she is also aware that he
is not a good match for her.

The Themes

Julie After Strindberg explores a number of complex and important themes,
including:

Love and loss: The play explores the devastating impact of loss on a
person's life. Julie is struggling to come to terms with the death of her
husband, and she is unable to move on with her life.

Identity: The play also explores the complex issue of identity. Julie is
trying to figure out who she is and what she wants from life. She is
influenced by the men in her life, but she is also trying to find her own
voice.



Gender: The play is set in a time when women were expected to be
subservient to men. Julie is a strong and independent woman, but she
is also struggling to find her place in a male-dominated world.

The Setting

Julie After Strindberg is set in London in the 1920s. This was a time of
great social and economic change. Women were starting to gain more
independence, and the traditional roles of men and women were being
challenged.

The play's setting is important because it helps to shape the characters and
the themes. Julie is a product of her time, and her struggles are shaped by
the social and economic conditions of the 1920s.

The

Julie After Strindberg is a powerful and moving play that explores the
complexities of love, loss, and identity. It is a play that will stay with you
long after you finish reading it.

Polly Stenham is a talented playwright who has created a truly memorable
play. Julie After Strindberg is a must-read for anyone who is interested in
exploring the human condition.
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